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Eman School Places 3rd in

Academic WorldQuest

by Omar Alhaffar

Eman School Team 1 placed 3rd in

the annual Academic WorldQuest on

Saturday, February 27. Eman School

Team 2 performed excellently as

well, but also fell short of winning a

prize. 

   “It was a great experience, and

although we unfortunately didn’t win

a prize, I am excited to get back to

work next year and hopefully bring

home that 1st place trophy,” Team 2

member Marwan Halwani said. 

Global Protests

Shifting Sands: The Arab Spring 10 Years On

International Labour Organization (ILO)

The U.S. Foreign Service in the 21st Century

Great Decisions

Country in Focus: Uzbekistan

Exploring Peace in a World of Conflict

Fraying Alliances

Looking to a Post-Pandemic Economy

Current Events

Team 1 was also happy to participate, but unlike Team 2, none of its members are going to

be able to participate next year due to their concluding of high school. 

   “We had a good run, but all good things must come to an end. This is no exception, but I’m

sure future students will uphold our legacy of stellar performances in WorldQuest,” Omar

Alhaffar said. 

   Team 1 consisted of Omar Alhaffar, Sadia Khatri, and Safiya Sankari. Team 2 consisted of

Laila Abdelwahab, Farah Arafa, Marwan Halwani, and Amal Safiia. Each team was quizzed on

the following topics:
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Yearbook Update

by Maha Ahmed

This school year is coming to a close,

which means that the 2020-2021

Eman Schools yearbook will be

available for purchase soon!

Designed by the seniors, the

yearbook will include headshots of

every student along with candid

photos for each class and

competition. Order forms will be out

shortly and we have a limited supply,

hence please submit your orders as

soon as possible. 
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The Dispute Over Kashmir

by Sadia Khatri

Over the course of the past few decades, turmoil in Kashmir has been overwhelming. Kashmir is a

territory located in the northern region of the south Asian subcontinent, nestled between India and

Pakistan. Prior to the 1947 split between India and Pakistan, Kashmir was a majority Muslim territory that

was ruled by a Hindu prince. In 1947, after the formation of Muslim-majority Pakistan, the Hindu prince

was unwilling to join either the Muslim or Hindu states (Pakistan or India, respectively) and wanted to

remain independant. 

Pakistan soon sent troops into the area in an attempt to overthrow the prince. The Hindu prince was

forced into a position where he ultimately decided to cede his position to India. At the time, India was

ruled by a secular and left-of-center party. In Pakistan, political power began to fall into the hands of the

military, which led to the country sending a group of people to incite an anti-India protest in 1965. In the

1980s, Pakistan conducted a terror campaign in Kashmir, in which it sent extremist groups to the region. 

Recently, however, India’s right-leaning BJP party revoked Article 370. This article was highly important

in the conflict, since it established that Kashmir was a partially autonomous state and gave the territory a

considerable amount of independence. Revoking Article 370 meant losing all of these basic rights.

Following the actions of the BJP party, Kashmir went under lockdown and an internet blackout took

place. Many civilians were killed in the violence that took place in the region. 



Women’s Rights Protests in Mexico 

by Sadia Khatri

In the spring of 2020, thousands of

protesters marched in Mexico as a means of

raising awareness about the continued

injustices facing women. On March 9th, A

Day Without Women took place to “deliver

an economic punch” in Mexico to highlight

the extent of the crisis many women face.

Approximately 6000 criminal cases of

assault against women have yet to be

investigated, and many women feel that the

criminal justice system is struggling to serve

and represent them properly. 

In Mexico, approximately 66% of women

have experienced some form of violence. In

2019, the rate of femicide increased by 10%.

In addition to this, it is estimated that 10

women are killed everyday on average.

Many point towards a “systematic

machismo” that is overly prevalent and

believe that it highly contributes to these

high assault and violence rates. Systematic

machismo is often manifested in the form

of sexual harassment, racism, misogyny,

and rape. For women in Mexico, the

protests and economic blackout was meant

to show the government the impact that

women have on the economy and daily life,

and a call for their struggles to be properly

addressed. 
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Nigeria Kidnappings

by Salma Abdi

Kidnapping has become a growing

industry in Nigeria's economy, according

to interviews with security experts and a

new study on the economics of

abductions. The victims are no longer just

the wealthy, or well-known, but also the

vulnerable, including, increasingly,

schoolchildren who are rounded up in

large groups.

On February 17, about 40 Nigerian

schoolchildren were abducted by

gunmen. Students were abducted from a

boarding school in Kagara, Niger state, in

the country's northwest, by armed men

dressed in military uniforms.

According to Mary Noel Berje, the

governor's press secretary, the abduction

was the latest in a series of attacks in Niger

state in recent days. A bus was stolen on

the 15th, and 21 passengers were abducted.

According to local reports, about 50 men

on motorcycles wielding AK-47 rifles

raided several villages on the 16th, killing

11 people and kidnapping two others.

The governor announced the closure of

boarding schools in the parts of the state

most affected by banditry. The

government has yet to find a long term

solution to the kidnappings that have

been going on for years.



Thousands Across Australia March Against Sexual Violence

by Mohamed Bouzar

You might not be aware of what’s happening in Australia but on March 15,

2021, Thousands of people had protested against violence and discrimination

against women. It started off with Sarah Everard, who had disappeared while

walking home at night earlier this month. “There are huge numbers of

women around the country that have had enough quite frankly, of their

appalling response to sexual assault and harassment,” said Janine Hendry, the

main organizer of marches. There were 40 cities that had joined this march

with about 110,000 people rioting against discrimination. The government

had felt some sort of sympathy and announced that Australia should become

united as one.
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Brazil COVID Crisis

by Amjad Yassin-Kassab

Over the past couple of months, South America has passed many milestones and

has repeatedly set new records by the day for the most Covid-19 deaths per day.

Just last week alone, around 12,818 new deaths and close to 464,000 new cases were

reported. Brazil is currently the one country in the world that was hit the hardest

with the Covid-19 pandemic. As of last Sunday, close to 21 Brazilian states had an

ICU occupancy rate of over 80%. Of those 80%, about 14 were extremely close to

collapsing with an occupation above 90%. The number of cases has been so high

that the largest hospital in Brazil treating Covid cases was forced to stop taking in

new covid patients. Brazil is now facing an “imminent risk of oxygen shortage.”

The country is awaiting doses of vaccines and people are going to be vaccinated

immediately. Lets all pray and hope the best for the country of Brazil.



What's Next for Myanmar?

by Safiya Sankari

   On February 1st, 2021, Myanmar’s military, Tatmadaw, detained

and deposed leaders of the National League of Democracy party.

This coup d’etat has brought about many changes within

Mayanmar and will change its history forever. There are two

aspects of Myanmar’s coup that are becoming increasingly clear as

time continues.

   Firstly, it is largely unpopular. Citizens have been flooding the

streets in protest at a rate far greater than that of the 1988 protests

that led to partial democracy. This is largely because Burmese

teenagers have grown up in a Myanmar with economic prosperity

in comparison to their parents and a partial democracy. 

   The second aspect of the coup that is becoming readily apparent

is the level of violence the Tatmadaw is willing to use. Protests have

been decreasing in size slightly because of this violence. An

estimated 60 civilians have died in the protests in the past few

weeks. ⅓ of those dead are teenagers. This violence also extends to

the press, which has been muzzled as five media organizations have

been banned.

   While the Tatmadaw organized this coup in an attempt to regain

power lost under democracy, it did not take into account the

impact it would have on Myanmar’s reputation and opportunities.

The coup likely will result in decreased outside investment and a

loss of major infrastructure, something the Tatmadaw is dependent

on. 
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The Fall of the Ottoman Empire

by Safiya Sankari

      The Ottoman Empire was a major empire centered in Anatolia that

lasted for over 600 years. The empire emerged as the first in the region to

unite the nomadic groups that inhabited the area. Quickly, the empire

gained prominence as a global hub for trade, the arts, science, architecture,

and so much more. However, as the empire began declining in power its

reputation transformed into one of corruption. By the end of its reign, the

empire was commonly referred to as “the sick man of Europe.”

   Multiple factors contributed to its decline. One of the most prominent

factors was the introduction of European gold into the Ottoman economy.

Europeans, who had recently discovered the new world, were using large

amounts of gold within the Ottoman economy to buy supplies and

materials. This caused extreme levels of inflation and disrupted the

Ottoman’s complex system of trade guilds that relied on each other. This

also caused high levels of corruption as new laws prevented trade with

Europeans; however, many nobles and guilds were known to trade on the

black market to go around these laws.

   Another key factor that contributed to the Ottoman’s decline was the

degradation of the meritocracy that previously existed. Ottoman advisors

began to have children, something that was previously unallowed. This

prevented the rise of those who were best suited to be advisors in favor of

the children of the previous advisors.

   While many factors contributed to the decline of the Ottoman Empire,

many of these factors were internalized problems. If the Ottoman

government had a quicker and more unified response to problems such as

inflation and nepotism, the Ottomans may have far outlived their initial

decline. 
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Al-Isra wa Al- Miraj

by Laila Abdelwahab

    Al-Isra Wa Al- Miraj was the name given to the miracle journey Prophet Muhammed (PBUH)

had taken in one night from Al-Masjid Al-Haram to Al-masjid Al-Aqsa. This night journey was a

gift from Allah (SWT) to Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). The Prophet (pbuh) needed this gift because

he was going through a mentally hard time. At the time, he and the muslims were dealing with

harsh treatment from Quraysh, and both his wife Khadija (raa) and his uncle Abi Talib had passed

away. The Prophet also had to deal with people of Taif, who harshly rejected Islam. This gift was to

show that “with every hardship [there will be] ease” (Qur’an, 94: 5).  

   Isra Wal Miraj, or the Night Journey, began with Jibreel’s arrival. The prophet was then taken to

the Hijr, where JIbril opened his chest and cleansed it with zamzam water, according to numerous

sources (Faruqui). Then the Prophet was given Al- Buraq, which can be described as a white

creature that is smaller than a mule but bigger than a donkey. 

   On the back of Al-Buraq, the prophet arrived at Al-Quds in Jerusalem, where the prophet had

entered Bait al-Maqdis. In this masjid, he led allprophets in a single prayer. 

After this prayer, the prophet was introduced to Ibrahim, Musa, and Isa (PBUT). They talk about

the Day of Judgement, but only Prophet Isa talked about the Dajjal and how he will end him.

Jibreel then offered Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) some wine and milk, and the prophet chose milk,

which Jibreel claimed as a sign of his Fitrah. He then ascended to the Heavens. 

Once the prophet made his arrival in the Heavens, he then again met Prophet Isa and Musa. He

also met Prophet Adam and Ibrahim in the different levels of heaven. And during this time, Allah

(swt) had given him the numbers of prayers Muslims must complete which had originally been 50

prayers per day . But Prophet Musa (pbuh) said that this was too much. So the prophet went and

asked Allah (swt) to reduce the amount. He did this several times until the prayer count per day was

5. Prophet Musa told him this was still too much, but the Prophet expressed that he was too shy to

ask Allah (swt) to shorten the amount of prayers. The prophet then soon made his way home.

When he told the people of Makkah about the journey he had taken, rarely anyone but the

muslims believed him, despite his great details. Abu Bakr had truly believed him, and that's why he

was given the name Al-Siddeeq. This also showed the Prophet who the true muslims were. 

Isra wal Miraj was incredibly important because of two reasons. The first reason is that it gave

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and the believers the gift of Salah, which is considered the Greatest

Gift from Allah (swt) and the detail needed to perfect one’s salah. The second reason, as mentioned

earlier, is that it shows that after hardship, Allah (swt) grants ease upon the faithful believer. 

As Muslims, we can celebrate Isra Wal Miraj by praying our daily prayers, focusing on our deen,

and becoming a better person socially and religiously. We can also spread the knowledge we have

by educating others about Isra Wal Miraj, which is an action Allah (swt) loves. 
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َلْيَلُة اِإلْسَراِْء َوالِمْعَراِْج         

. وفي هذا اليوِم نتذكرُ الُمْعِجَزَة الَعِظيمَة التَّي   
ِ
ليلُة اإلسراِء والمعراِج ُمَناسبٌة عظيمٌة َوُمِهَمة ٌفي التَّاريخ ِاإلسالمي

 .َحَدثْت ِفي تِلَك اللّيلة ، َونََتَعلَُّم منها أَْهِميتها ِفي ِدْيِنَنا

ْعَوِة اإلسالميِة، يِق واأللم ِ في أَْمرِ الدَّ َحدثْت َهِذِه الُمْعِجَزة ُِعْنَدَما َكاَْن الرَُّسْوُل (َصىلَّ هللاُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلََّم) يُعانْي ِمَن الضِّ

َنِة فقَد الرَّسوُل َزْوَجَتُه َخِديجة َ(رضي هللاُ َوكاَن أهُل قبيلِة قريٍش يُعذبوَن النَِّبيَّ (َصىلَّ هللاُ َعليِه َوسلَّم)، َوِفي نَْفِس الّسَّ

بِب أَْكرََمه ُهللاُ تََعاَىل بِرحلِة اإلسراِء والمعراج .َِعْنَها) َوَعَمُه أَبُْو َطاْلٍِب َوُسِمَي هذا العام بَِعاِم الحُزِن، ولَِهذا السَّ

   

َالُم َفأْيَقَظُه َوَقاَدُه إىل َحَيواٍن يُْشِبُه    عندما كاَن الرَّسوُل َصىلَّ هللاُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلََّم نَاِئًما ِفي الِحْجرَِجاَءُه ِجبريُل َعليِه السَّ

َِْق، وطاَر بِِه بِاتِجَاِه الُقدِس، وفي الِحَصاَن، أَبَْيَض اللَّْوِن، يُسَمى الُبرَاُْق َفرَِكَب الرَّسوُل (صّىل هللا عليه وسلّم) عىل الُبرَا

ٍة َكانَْت ِفي الَمِدْيَنِة َل َمحَطَّ َة مرّاٍت َوَطلََب ِمَن الرَُّسْوِل أَْن يََترََجَل َويَُصِلي. أَوَّ الُم ِعدَّ الّطريِق أوَقَفُهم جبريُل عليِه السَّ

ُة ا الَمحَطَّ ا الَمحََطُة الثَّانَِيُة َفَكاْنَْت ِفي َجَبِل `َسْيَناْء - الَمَكاُن الذَِّي أَْنَزَل هللاُ فيه التَّْوَراَْة َعىل ُموَسى. أَمَّ الُمَنَوَرِة. أَمَّ

ُة الرَّاْبَِعُة َفَكاْنَْت ِعْنَد َقْبرِ ا الَمحَطَّ الُم). أَمَّ الثَّالَِثُة َفَكاْنَْت ِفي بَْيِت لَْحم ـ الَمَكاُْن الَِّذي ُولَِد ِفْيِه النَِّبّي ِعْيَسى (عليه السَّ

َالُْم. َوأَِخْيرًا َوَصَل النَِّبيُّ َصىلَّ هللاُ عليِه َوَسلََّم ِإَىل الَمسِجِد األَْقَصى ِفي الُقُدِس. َوُهَناَك َرأَْى ُكلَّ ُمْوَسى َعلَْيِه السَّ

.األنَْبَياِء َوَصَىل بِِهْم

َهِذِه الرِْحلَُة َكانَت ِمَن الَكْعبِة ِإَىل األَْقَصى َوتَُسَمى اِإلْسرَاُْء. أَما الرّحلُة الّثانيُة َفُتسَمى الِمْعرَاُْج، َوِهَي الرّحلة ِمَن   

األَْقَصى ِإَىل الَسَمواِت. َوُهناَك َمرّ الرَُسوُل (صّىل هللا عليه وسلّم) بَِمَشاِْهد َعِظْيَمة. رأى ـ ِمن ِخَاللَِها ـ َكِثْيرًا ِمَن

الَمَالئَِكِة، َوأَْيًضا َقاْبََل َعَدداً ِمَن األَْنِبَياِء- ِمْنُهم آََدم، يَْحيى، يُوسف، ِإْدرِيس، َهاُرْون، ُمْوَسى، َوِإبِرَاِْهيم عليهم السالم، ثَُم

َباَق َوَوَصَل ِإىل ِسْدَرِة الُمْنَتَهى. َحْيُث لَْم يَِصْل أََحٌد ِإَىل َهَذاْ الُمْسَتَوى ِمَن ْبَع الطِّ ُعرَِج بِه ِإَىل الَسَماِء َحتَّى َجاَوَز السَّ

 أَْنَزلَُه هللاُ
ٍ
َالُْة َعَىل الُمْسِلِمْيَن بِأَْمرٍ ِإلَِهي َرَجِة َوالرِّْفَعِة ِإال النَِّبيَّ (َصىلَّ هللاُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلََّم). َوِفي َهَذاْ الَمَكاِْن، ُفرَِضْت الصَّ الدَّ

(ُسبحانَه وتَعاىل)َعَىل الرَُّسْوِل (َصَىل هللاُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلََم) . َوبَْعَد َذلَِك ِعْنَد َعْوَدتِِه ، َرأَى النَِّبيُّ ُمْوَسى َمرًَّة أُْخرَى َوَقاَْل

َالَْة َخْمِسْيَن َمرًَّة ِفي الَيْوِم َصْعَبٌة َوَشاَْقٌة َعَىل أَُمِتَك َفاْسأَِل هللاَ التَّْخِفْيَف ٍد (َصىلَّ هللاُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلََّم): ِإَن الصَّ لُِمحَمَّ

ْهر٬ُ الَعْصر٬ُ الَمْغرُِب ٬ َوالِعَشاُء َرْحَمًة َوالَتْقِلْيَل ، َفلَْم يََزْل يَْسأَُل َربَُّه التَّْخِفْيَف َحتَّى َجَعلََهاْ َخْمًسا ، َوِهَي الَفْجرُ، الظُّ

َوَفْضًال ِمَن هللاِ . َوبَْعَد َذلَِك َرَجَع الرَُّسْوُل ِإَىل األَْقَصى، َوبَْعَد َذلَِك بََدأَِت الرّحلُة إىل َمَكَة. َوِفي َطرِْيِقِه َرأَى َقَواَْفِل ِفي

َُّه َقاَْم بَِهِذِه الرِْحلَة الَعَظِيَمة. َوِعندَما َعاَْد إىل َمَكَة، َكِثْيرٌ ِمَن الَناِْس لَْم يَُصِدُقوا َضَواِْحَي الَمِدْيَنِة، َوَهَذاْ َدلِْيٌل َعَىل أَن

ًدا (َصىلَّ هللاُ َعلَْيِه َوَسلََّم .(ُمحَمَّ

ْيِق َواْألَلَِم َولَِكنَُّه لََما نََتَعلَُّم ِمْن تِلَك الُمْعِجَزِة ُدُرْوًسا َعِدْيَدًة، ِمْنَها أَنَّ الرَُّسْوَل (َصىلَّ هللاُ عليِه َوَسلََّم) َكاَْن يَُعانِي ِمَن الضِّ

َصَبرَ َكِثْيرًا أَْكرََمُه هللاُ بِاِإلْسرَاِْء َوالِمْعرَاِْج. يَُقوُل هللاُ تََعاَْىل ِفي الُقْرآِن الَكرِيِم : "َفِإنَّ َمَع الُعْسرِ يُْسرًا ِإنَّ َمَع الُعْسرِ

َالُْة َعَىل الُمْسِلِمْيَن، َوِهَي ِمْن أََهِم ُرْكٍن ِمْن َأْرَكاِْن يُْسرًا(ُسْوَرُة الَشْرِح ، األَيَة َرَقم 5، 6). َوبَِهِذِه الرِّْحلَِة ُفرَِضِت الصَّ

  .اِإلْسًالِْم الخَْمَسِة
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Pleasing One's Parents

by Irfan Hussain 

   "The pleasure of the Lord is in the pleasure of one’s parents and His anger is in their

anger." - Narrated by Al-Tirmidhi

This hadith, narrated by Imma Al-Tirmidhi, focuses on the importance of a person's

relationship with their parents. The hadith states that if your parents are pleased with you,

then Allah is as well. Likewise, if your parents are angry with you, then Allah is as well.

In Islam, it is a major sin to disobey one's parents unless they have asked you to commit

shirk. Sadly, many of us not only disobey our parents, but are disrespectful towards them

as well. 

It is very important to remember what is important, your parent's happiness towards you.

If you argue with your parents and they aren't pleased with you, even if you are right,

Allah is not pleased with you.

Post-COVID Expectations

by Irfan Hussain 

   Covid has been an issue that the world has been dealing with since the late months of

2019. However, the end of this dreadful battle is finally in sight. The COVID-19 has been

available for a few weeks now and there have been millions of vaccinations already. While

each Covid vaccines varies in effectiveness of preventing a person from contracting the

virus, they are all 99% effective at preventing serious conditions of the virus of it is

contracted. 

There are different groups of people that are available for the vaccine. It is being

distributed to healthcare workers, teachers, and people in descending age order. The goal is

to have all populations over 16 vaccinated by Mid June. The CDC also recently said that

vaccinated people can be with other vaccinated people without a mask and without social

distancing.

This is the first bit of normalcy we have experienced since the start of Covid. It is important

to remember to still wear a mask in public after one is vaccinated because other people

around you may not be. 



2021 Grammys

by Amjad Yassin-Kassab

  The Grammy Awards, as many of you are aware, is a ceremony in which the Recording

Academy bestows a Grammy award to honor excellence in the music industry. This year in

the Grammys, Billie Eilish won record of the year. She received this award for her single

“Everything I ever wanted.” She co-wrote this single with her brother and collaborator

Finneas O’ Connell. In accepting her award, Billie Eilish celebrated other female musicians’s

achievements. Aside from speaking about the record of the year, Lil baby, Killer mike, and

Tamika Mallory really went off this year. The three spoke against police brutality through

their music. Atlanta rapper Lil baby left a staggering effect on the crowd with his

performance. He performed “The Bigger Picture” and was nominated for rap song and rap

performance. There were many other stunning performances that included Beyonce, Post

Malone, and Dua Lipa. Many people mentioned how rigged the Grammys are, but let's hope

they arent and we have more chilling performances next year!

March 2021, Vol. 5

10Eman School

Meghan Markle Interview

by Salma Abdi

On March 7,2021 CBS aired the controversial interview of the Dutch and Duchess of

Sussexx Prince Haryy and Megan Markle. The couple discussed the reasons and events

that led to their departure from the royal family. In the interview Megan revealed her

feelings of isolation and suicidal thoughts due to her life under the institution. Her

husband Prince Harry added that he’d come home from work to Megan crying as she

breastfed her son Archie.

   One of the most shocking details was that the royal family voiced concerns over the

color of the couples son Archie. Despite Megans feelings over the topic the couple

decided it was best for the family’s reputation to not disclose who brought up these

concerns.The couple stil keeps in contact with Queen Elizabeth and stated that they

have the utmost respect for her regardless of their emotional time in the royal family as

a couple. They also announced they’re expecting a daughter due in summer. 



Jokes

by Mohamed Bouzar

Q: What did the ground say to the

earthquake? ‘

A: You crack me up!

Q: Why did the music teacher need a

ladder? 

A: To reach the high notes.

Q: What's the worst thing you're likely

to find in the school cafeteria? 

A: The Food!

Q: What kind of plates do they use on

Venus? 

A: Flying saucers!

Q: Why did the nose not want to go to

school? 

A: He was tired of getting picked on!

Q: What did the pen say to the pencil? 

A: So, what's your point!

Q: Why did the kid study in the

airplane? 

A: Because he wanted a higher

education!

Q: How did the music teacher get

locked in the classroom? 

A: His keys were inside the piano!

Q: What do elves learn in school? 

A: The elf-abet!

Q: When do astronauts eat? 

A: At launch time!
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Riddles

by Maha Ahmed

What invention lets you

look right through a wall?

What can run but never

walks, has a mouth but

never talks, has a head

but never weeps, has a

bed but never sleeps?

If you drop me I’m sure

to crack, but give me a

smile and I’ll always

smile back. What am I?

Answers: A window, A

river, A mirror 


